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'LEAGUE ISLAND.

Impending Exposure of
Flagrant Frauds.

AUDACIOUS @ORRUPTION

History of the Removal of the
Philadelphia Navy Yard,

SPOILS OF OLD METAL

Ships’ Knees Stolen and Stored in
Bonded Warehouses.

Officers Intimidated Into Silence or
Sent to Sea.

ROBESON'S PREDICAMENT

PuiAbzLrata, ApelPT, 1878
The House Committee on Naval Afuirs, Congressman
Whitthorne Chalrman, left Washington for this city st
nine o'clock to-night and will meet at the Girard
House to.-morrow evenlng to begin the investigation
mto the affeirs of the Philsgelphia Navy Yard alluded
1o in the Hxratd of the 28th of February, In which a
mmmary was glven of some of tho disgraceful (acts
rhich swaited the Committes. Deputy Sergeant-at-
Arms Donovan to-day arrived from Washingion, with
mbpeoas for some Aty witnesses In the city. The
list will be supplemonted day by day with such ad-
Mitional mames asthe course of the Inquiry may re-
quire
WHAY WILL BE SROWX
The committes propose to take testimopy louching
the general mismanagemont of the Navy Yard, the
frauds in contracis of various descriptions, the negll-
gence of officers o attend to their duties, the employ-
ment of extra hands in election time, &o. But the
wau object of ibeir lnquiry will be the clireum.
attending the 1 of the old Navy Yard to
League Island by Nathaniel McKay, the conoiracior
Agninst whom charges of groas frauds wers published
io the Henarp in February, on the allegation of per-
#008 1a this city alleged to be thoroughly lamiliar with
the facis.

Mr. McKEay was this evening served with a subpana

1o this city, and ho will be the first wiiness called

before the commities when It begins its work io-
morrow,

Below is given & brie! summary of the subsiance of
the testumony which will be heard before the Commit
S0 in the order m which It 1s likaly to be elicited :—

EAY'S CONTRACTS.

First, testimony relating to the obtaining of contracts
by Nathaniel McEay. In addition to the evidence of
Commeodors Preble and lsalah Hanscomb, already

" taken privately by the Committes in Washington, snd
" the oficaal records of the Navy Depariment, five wit,

Resses have been summoned 10 appear 1o-morrow
Who, itis alleged, will prove that MoKay's contracis

.muwmumm of improper -

Sisetides, but wore alao frmudulent in themssives. These
wilnessos are the fotlowing:—John Rice, a woll knowa
coutracior and politician of the eily; Jobn W, Lynn,
s shipbulider on the Delaware; Edward Hartt, Naval
Constructor atjPhiladelphia Navy Yard; Clark H. Wells,
Commandant of the Navy Yard, and Joha Coochrsa,
one of the contractors who unsuccsssfully bid agmnst
McEay. The contracts of McKay Includea $5,000 for
removing the ordoance department o League lsland,
$42,000 for removing the eonstruction department,
1$35,000 for removing the ship houses and $18,600 for
removing the enginoor's department.
© From the outset Mr. McEay has bossted ihat Ii
would be useless for anybody to attempt 1o bld agalost
him as ho Lad the whole Navy Depariment at Washing-
ton st bis back and the contracis would be awarded Lo
bim no matler what the competition. This had the
effect intended, and to make the thing cartain McKay
went  systematically to work t0 buy off
such ndders as scomed likely 1o  preve
troublesome. With Jotm W. Lyon he made
& contract in wriling, promising to give him
» certain percentage on the gross amount of bis (Me-
Kuy's) contract, on condition of his agreeing not 1o
oid agmiost bim. This Mr. Lynn, regarding competi-
llon at any rtale uscless, sccepled; vel McKay, ma
w0on aa bhe bad the terms in writing, abandoned his
sriginal intention of bldding for the work as a whole,
snd pat in proposais by depariments, as specifed above,
oy which mesns Lyon recelved a percenlage on the
bids for the construoction department only. Al the
samo time he made overtures to other Philadelphia
parties, who had the facilities for doing the work sod
were koown as probable bidders; and to Mr. Jobn
Rice, who had recelved the contract for removing
the walls of the yard, he made a proposition to
pay $20,000—$5.000 In cash and the rest in instal-
ments, but Mr. Rice, baving obtaloed hiz comiract
through politicsl influence ol s polent s character as
Ibat wielded by McEay, falt that he was secure, and
refusd to sell out

As to the fraodulent character ol the contracts thom-
selves, testimony will be adduced to sbhow that when

. the contract for removing the Ordmance Depariment
| was awarded for §5,000 evorylbing bad slresdy been

removed with the exception of iwo or three wheelbar-
row loads, while the contract for removing the ship
buuses was awarded to McKay tor §35,000, 10 spite of
the fact that Charles Martin and William H. Bimpson,

+ of this elty, had offered for $28,000 to o the same work.

FRAUDULENT AUCTION BALES.
Socond Ia the sestimony relating to fraudulent pur.
chases at the government suction sales There ares
host of witnesses 1o be examined The prineipal onos
will be Bamuel C. Cook, suctionear; Willlam Row-
botbam, Assistant Engioeer of the navy; Hannan
‘Newell, Assistant Chief Engineerr; Peter Black, of
No. 297 Columbus avenue, Boston, foreman for McKay,
momerous naval oMeers and other employés of the yurd
Thoy will testify that at the auction sales of superfio.
ous material at the navy yard during the months of
the removal ibe purchases were made by s ring,
somposed of MeKay aod his agenta, and that, with

- sesrcely an exception, the materihl was knocked down

o him al bis own prices ln isolated instances,
where thero wan bond Ade competing, material was
pos soid for amy moro thanm It was worth, and
the only =ffect tbat this compelition bad, therefore,
was 1o increase the cost to McKay. It will be in evi-
dence, If sllegations are irus, that ab the suclion
MeLay Insiructed his employds o collest the rousd
ship knocs, ke , that were Iying about ihe yard and

. jprle them with the comparatively worthless stalfl pur-

¢based ot the suciion pales, and 1hat Lo this way large

amounts of government property was openiy stolen by

McKay.
TERFT OF NAVY MATERIAL

Third s ibe testimony relatiog to ihe Lhelt of navy
yard malerial in process of removal. The men in
charge of the drays which were engaged by McKay to
haul the government property in the yard to the scows
employed to carry 1t o League Island will testify that
most of this work was dooe In the might time, op to
twelve o'clock midoight, although the testimony of the
League Island waichman will show thai no material
was received ailer elght o'clock in the evening They
will also testify that McKay had the lighta pus
out, so a8 to preveut the possibility of de-
tection In his mtealing, and ordered his team-
sters to hasul indiscriminately to his own scows
and ibe scows employed by Reynolds, the coadjulor
and privaie agent of McKay, for the removal of the
material purchased ai the so-called auction sales, and
to the scows of McKay employed for government ma.
terial. This was made worse confounded by the fact
that the contracts made with Lhe draymen placed them
under the orders of Reymolds us well us McKay, and
they did nolt know ot any time which was
tbeir master. This fact aroused their suspicions
and made them naturally laquisitive as to
where the malerial was going, ecapecinlly as

Uon that he would bave them fiited out sihis own
oxponse. They went to Hartt's office. Ford called the
wiiness in and asked Mr, Hartt Il ho could have the
loan of the wheels If he would bave them repaired ab
his own expense. Martt said “Yes.” Thon Mr, Ford
said the tire had dropped off, and it could not be found,
and he told Hartt he thought Mr. Reynolds, whotwas
present in the office, must have taken It
replied, “Ford, go up to the Queon streot warehouse
and ses If 1L s in Reynolds' pile of old Irom
and you peedn't look very sharp if you don't see it at
the top, for fear you see something there that aln't &
tire," luughing as bo said so; they weut Lo Reynolds'
pile and found the tire; wens back and reported;
Reynolds said, “Get a mew tire, then, and send the
bill to me,'" and the bill was sent to Reynolds in Sey-
fort, McManus & Co.'s name, who pald it; a bill was
also sent 1o Haret, -

There is a large amount of testimony of this kind,
showing tho intimate connection smong Naval Con-
structor Harit, Contractor McKay and the go-betwecn,
Roynolds, all of whom live o the same house, s mag-
nificent establishment on Gerard street.

THE CATTELLS IX THE SAME DOX.

In addition to the evulence to be submitted to the

ummlllao in conuection with the McKay swindliog

the Queen sitreet warshouse, In which a large amount
ot the so-called 1 was d, was casy
ol mocess by drayage through the front yard of the
Navy Yard—in fact, only a foew blocks o, They found
that many of the scows went up to the Queen street
wharf, where a special drayman employed by McEay,
Hugh Patton, previously a boatman under the recom-
mondation of Councilman Owea F. Kaney, of the
Third ward, and also an employé of McEay Inside
the Navy Yard, was engaged in bauling valuable ma-
terial 1o the Queen sireet warehousa
TESTIMOKY OF WATCHMEN,

Three of the wailchmen employed, one at League
Ialand and two others at the old Navy Yard, appointed
by Commodore Preble by roason of their falthfal ser-
viee and honorable dluhlrn.m the marine service
and since discharged by orders from Washington be,
cause of their efforts to perform ihair duties in pro-
tecting the property of Uncle Sam, will testify tothe
landing of goveroment property, comprising iron bars,
copper and other wvaluable materisl at the coal
whar{ sdjacent to the oil works at Green-
wich Foint, s hall way stopplng plsce, Insiead
of being landed at thelr destination, League Island, by
the scows In the employ of McEay. Tbis material,
whish included iron, copper, brass, &o., was hauled by
the way of Mifllin sireet back sgain fo the city, and

piaced In the Queen sireet and bonded ware-
houser. They will also testify efforts at
Laague Island to protect the govern . Properiy sas
overruled by their immediately “officers under

the direction of MoKay. In one case the watchman nt
Loague Island was obliged to draw his musket upon
McEay Lo resist the wanion destruction of government
propertiy by the latter and his agents. He thuos alone
subdued the belligerent propensitiea of MoKay, but his
removal acon aflter followed by orders from Washing.
ton, as was threstensd by McEay ai the time The

| evidence of these waichmen will show, besides tho

stealing, the wanton destruction of government prop-
erly in Its removal from the scows at Leaguo laland,
where| the material went 1o; snother st of dray.
men who will testify to haviag beea employed
by McKay and Reynolds to cart brass in Jarge q

¥ t teslimony will be produced Implcating
the Cattells in fat contracts, the' profits of which, it is
alleged, they shared with the Becrelary of Lne Navy,
and it is expected that the operations of Dell, Noblit &
Co., of this city, in the way of furnishing government

WASHINGTON.

Peculiar Interpretation of Justice

by Mr. Page, of California.

THE INTEREST OF THE INDIAN RING.

Rumor of Bristow’s Resignation Among
the Gossips and Lobbyists.

AN EXPLANATION BY SECRETARY

General Meigs at Issue with a
Moth Exterminator.

FROM OUR REGULAR CORRESPONDENT.
Wasumixaroxn, April 7, 1874
REPRESENTATIVE PAGE AND HIS INPERTINENT
QUESTION—THE WITNESS REQUIRED TO TELL
WHO EXPEESSED THAT VERY NATURAL OPIN-
ION-—A PICAYUNISH ATTEMPT AT REVENGE,
Congrossmaun Page prescuted his case to the full In-

supplics, will receive a thorough scrutiny, A subp
was to-doy sorved on A. G Catlell, and to-morrow sub-

dian C this worning; but, notwithatanding bo
Eud concluded Lo drop the matter yesterday on the ad-

vice of the other members, to-day It was docadnd to give
the correspond one wore ch 10 Feveal business

penas  will probably be wserved om ihe rest
of the Mliustrious family. The itk will
bo in session at lomst a week, and before

they go to Brooklyn, which will be the nexs point
of investigation, they expect to bave all the boltem
facts in the partnership of Rob , Cattell & Ce.
The commillee have already succeedsd in Nxing upon
Murtagh, of the National Republican, as the con-
necuing link beiween Robesom and the Naval Ring,
and wilnesses are to be examined before them by
which they expect Lo traco the dividends directly into
his hands. Before the commitiee loit Washingion
they issued a subpona for one Buyder, who is
AN OLD ENEMY OF NORMAN WIARD,

and who bas hunted him so persistently for the past
mx months that be was compelled to leave for Yoko-
bama, on the pretemce eof losiitubling some experi.
ments for the Japanese government.  Within the past
month Soyder has made his peace with Hobeson, and
iasmow, it Is sald, in the pay of the *Ring’ to keep
quiot. Hisstory is In the hands of good witnesses,
und it will be shown, it 13 stated before Lhe commiites,
that the Cougressional elvil appropriation for
Wiard's experiments In reality was peckeled
by the Becretary himself, and the actual test
of the ‘*gun Dbursting" defrayed from the
Tesources of the deparimont. This Congressional
Commities will also take up an Investigation which
was commenced by & board ol navy yard officers just
Jrevious 10 McKay's commencing his operstions last
Sepiember, und which was suddenly stopped jusias
the Board were oblaining a clew, It relates Lo the
mysterious disappearance from tho yard of two new
copper pipes and the pomping machinery of the
steamer Antietam. They wero nearly traced 1o Rey.
nolds, when be issued the threal that he would send
tho most inquisitive momber of the Board Lo sea If the

ties from the Queen streot dopository to Clyde's lno
on the wharl, above Walnul sireet, for ransportation
o New York; long bar iron 5 Railroad
depol, st Front and m&m valusble
material 1o the depot of the same company at Filteenth
snd Callowhill sireeis. Witnesses will testify that
while the amount pald In purchasea of ahip knees by
McKay amounted % over $100, thousands ot
dollars’ worih are stored in different portions of the
southwestern section of the city, and witnesses will
also testify that at the time this valuable material was
sold for a song. A ship load of roulen ship knees from
Orville Grant was reosived at League Island, and upon

the timber master refusing at first to receive i, be-

canse of ils condition, he was threatened with vea-
‘geance at Washingtou, and was obliged to recoive it
GUILTY ENOWLEDGR IN WARNINGTOX,

In addition to the testimony bearing directly upon
the actual stealing of McEay, thore will be witnessos
to prove that (rom first to last he was Io perfect bar-
mony with the depariment al Washingion through
Hanscom, Chiel of the Bureau of Counstruction, and
that Becrotary Robelon exercised a greater influence
than either Commodore Preble or Commandant Welln
Nelther of the latter, although well aware of whai was
going on, dared to interfers, and although on one occa-
sion Captain Welladid have the courage to order oit the
marines on him when he refused to, stop work ona
contrachk that had beon annalled, ho had his bills
passed by Naval Coastructor Hartt, and the depariment,
as McKay bas since boasted, paid thein over the besd
of Welln Afer the removal of Commodore
Preble, McKay openly bragged that It had
been dome through his Influence st Washing.
ton, and throstened & like fate to anybody
who should dare to intarfere with bim. The secret of
this lntimaey will be disclosed Lo the commities by the
records of contracts, anction sales, kc., for which they
have issued subpanas, and they are already in possos-
sion of the lscls of Robeson’s private visit 1o McKay In
this eity on the Tth and Bith of March, whon arrange-
maents were made o fix up certaln papers in view of
the approachiog Investigation. -

THE PART THAT RANDALL PLAYED,

When McKay entered upom his contracts be in-
tended tobring his working force from New York and
the East, but, as he has himself scknowledged, Con-
greasman Randall fought him so bard that bhe had to
give it op and employ such men as Mr. Randall recom-

vestigal waa d. The Engineering Depart-
mené of the npavy yard sppears 0 have been
the only one over which MeEay did not
oblaln  supreme  control,  and the result
'was that Chiel Engineer Newell was, like Commodore
Preble, relleved from duty at League Island. His racy
correspondence with the Navy Depariment respecting
McKay's attempted interference will Lo calied for.
About feur weeks ago McKay, finding tbat the commit-
tee were hot on his trail, made strenuous efforis to
closo the avenues of inlcrmation, and wrote

A résolution or some mumilar paper wus drawn
up and offered ln behall of Mr. Page that Lthe correspon.
dent be requested to give the name of the man alloged
to have stated that he belioved, from what he saw nnd
heard, that Mr, Page wus working In the Interest of
tho Indian Ring. lu case the witness refuses to reveal
ihe source of his information he s to be discharged
from attendance upon ihe committee, It i said that
Mr. Pago was strongly in fuvor of withholding
tho witness foes If the correspondent did not tell the
name of his infortmant; bult Mr, Boone, u fair dealing
gentleman, and @thers were of tho opinion that the
witness was entWled to be paid from the date of the
, and p d wero clted In suppors of that

view.

Mlnl to Mr, Page's lnurpnl.llion of justice the
corresp boald be { from the commitiee
room during future Inast To be I he
should exclude the chairman, with whom the corre-
spondent ngrees In saying thut extensive frauds have
been committed, and that witnesses should be treated
courteously If they bebave themselves and do not
neek by fulsebood to wunitewash (he riug. Mr. Page
has had a groat deal to say about evidenco and law, and
1o strongly intimates that only legal testimony should
be received, such ae would be taken in a regular court
of law, but he has nothing to say of his own personal
violstions of all legal rules for conduoting an exarml

representation by him that be had been employed by
“the folks st the White House' and was entilled 1o his
per diem and allowances; knowing that Bell had been
appointed upon a card from the Presidens he velioved
him for thas reason; witness did not know how much
bie wis eotitlod to nor did he certiy to the accuracy of
the aceounts; it wad the duty of the proper ollicers of
the department Lo examine into that; Bell sald be did
nol, under the cironmstances, want to tell Le Barnes,
Chief of ibe Secret Service of the Interior Depart.
ment, what service ho was performing; wilness had
never been spoken to by the Presidenty, Bateock or
Luckey either sbout the appointment or Bell's pay;
he had nol commanicated with either of them on the
subject of bis apporntment or pay at any time

David Webster, of C d, N. IL, testiticd that be

came to Washington about the 138th ol March, 1874, to |

sell w the War Department a moth oxterminator madeo
by him; he went with Austin T. Pike, a member of
Congress [rom New Hampsture, to General Meigs,
Quartormaster General, who refused to have anyihing
to do with it; Congress bad appropriated $30,000 for
the purpose of keeping moths out of ecloth and cloth-
ing for the army ; witness und Pike wens a second snd
third time o General Melgs; the third time General
Meigs said the goveroment bad been swindlwd out of
hundreds sad thousands of dollars—g200,000 last year—
sod  she  stulf  they were using wus  fur.
nished by Goorge A Cowles & Cu; afller-
ward witness got Represontatives Parker, Cragin
and Wadleigh to write a letter to Meigs, whoreupon
Guneral Meigs agreed to tedt the merits of the thing;
the preparation was tested and approved by Captain
Rogers, of the Quartormoster's Department at Flula-
delphis Arsenul; witness Lhen went back to Genoral
Meigs, who told him thut be should have the contract;
Moigs asked him the price and how muach the govern-
went would want; witness said ho did not know how
much tho government wodld want, but said he would
not require the deparument Lo pay for more than was
used; witness allerward stated tho price Ly leiter;
Melgs then decided to use it; General Melgs thon ssked
him:i—

“What benefit will it be to me "’

Witness answered—*It will kill your motha "

Genernl Meigs said—""But bow much will you give
mo |’ | put it .o general use ¥

Witness unswered—*‘Not & damnod cent, General. *'

Wituess sail General Meigs gave him to understand
thui Cowles & Co., who were lurnishing the moth ex-
terminator, wero paying him part of the proceeds;
witness sald that yestorday ho met a man near Judi-
cary square, who told him he would do betler not to
go before the commiitee; in the man’s hand were lwo
$100 bills; bo did not know the man, but told him that
be was going to tell the truth o the committes, and
that he did pot wantany money ; the man torped and
walked off rapidly ; witness [ollowed the man (o soe

Jetiar, It also appears that they silow interest st the
rate ol four per cent per annum for all mooeys and
balances of the department so ludyg as the same shall
remain in their hands, and the department agrees to
allow iotereat at the rate of five por cent ou all sc-
counts for which the firm are ot aoy time in advance
to the department by reason of the payment of its bills
apd drafis, 8o long and Lo ibe exient that they shall
remain 8o in advance,

The commwitiee will probably summon the Becretary
balore it to be further interrogated ou the subject.
AOMY DEMOBALIZATION —THE HYSTEM or

“GREASING" AS ELUCIDATED BY SECRETARY

TAFT—GENERAL REYNOLDS' HOUSE AND LOT.

The Secretary of War bas reported to the House of
Ropresontatives, for the intormation of the Conimities
on Expenditures in the War Dopartment, o reaponse

| %0 the request of the chiairman of that commitses for

all pupers and information relating Lo certain charges
pretorred  against  Colonel lmtmﬂo by Colonel’
Heyuolde, that the corresp Reynolds
und MacKenazlo about corn contracts at Fors Richardson,
Texus, in 1571, and subsequent cbarges agalnss Colonel
MavKenzie by Colouel Iteynolds were forwarded to the
War Department by Gendral Sheridan December 15,
1871, retarned to the beadquarters of the Military
Divigion of the Missour! in January, 1872, bus cannod
now be found. Tho papers transmitied by the Becres
tary included Goneral McCook's report as special ine
spector for the Division of the Soutn, made in Novem.
ber, 1871, nud dated San Antonlo, Texaz. Ho sald his
attention had repoatedly been ealled to the goneral
demoralization that existed in the admanistration of
the quartermastier’s department, and that sthero was
syetem 1n vogue called “‘zZreasing,’’ which meang
no less than that quartermasters or thewr ems
ployés must cither have an interest in contracts made,
or they must be rewarded by presents ol greater or
legs value to favor the reciplents of contracls, or ach
unjustly toward eompetitors in order to secure the
same for gome favorite who would consent to resort to
such coerupting and dish bl 1 He
stated, smmoung other things, that Wtchir & Adams,
tho largest contractors in tho State, presented to Mre,
Reynolds, the wife of Goneral Reyoolds, a house and
lot In S8an Antonlo, Texas. General McCook said it
would be Interesting to koow how many carriages and
liorses wore given to army officers as presents by eitd
zens engaged In furnighing army supplies; und he con
demned such practices as calcalated to bave a damag
ing influence geperally on thal branch of the service,
It appearas from the documents that General Reynolds,
in December, 1871, dented to the War Deparsment the
truth of tho charges that the public interests in Texas
had been sacrificod 1o those of contractors. The Heere-
tary dechiued, us Goneral Reynolds requested, to give
tho renson why Geoeral Reynolds was relieved of his
od In Texss, as Information in such cases was

where he wout, but could pot walk fast gh; to-
day a man by the name of lugbham Coryell came up
to him In a store on Seventh street; Coryell
i3 in the Quertermaster's Departmont st Seventh
streat wharl; Coryell smd that up to throo days ago
he belleved that Ingalls and others wore in the moth
ring, and tbat Melgs was lnnocent; shat they had got
Cowles & Co, out of the counlry tw prevens them
giving testimony, but that within threo days be had
becoma convinoud that Melgs was the corrupt party in
the transaction; witkess had pol paid mounoy to any
oflicer, or been asked for sny, except Moigs; witness

tion, Leading , irrol quories and brow-
beating have chlruuriud his cross-examiostion of
witoesses whose restimony interfered with the theory
that & man must be pure abd good because he waa a
friend of Bmith, Delano & Co. When Mr. Page
found s witness who was determined to tell the truth
Az bo koew [t and would not quail before Page’s
frowns, he appealed 10 the and argued with
them until the chairman arose In homest indignalion
and oxclaimed :—* Mr, Page, you caonot bully thm
commitiee; wilnesses sball be protected and ithe truth
shall come oat.’*

DUMORED RESIGNATION OF EECEETARY BRISTOW
AND A VARIETY OF EXPLANATIONS BY THE
OGOBBIPENS—THRE CAUSE OF HIS TRIP TO
LOUISVILLE.

Tho lobbies of the House this afternoon and the
hotels this evening wers fuli of the rumor that Sec-
retary Bristow had or was to resign the Treasury port-
folio In the Osbines, =y retirement 10 Louis-
ville, whithef he weni Tosslay evening, was w
enable him to tender his rosighation more gracefully
and with Joss ombarrassmont shast woald bhave attended
80 serious o step In Washinglom'gity. This rumor,
wken for fagt by mauny, was emladged by the gossip
mongers with an extravagant additlon to the effoct that
in withdrawing from the Cabinet he was to stand for
the democratic nomination at St Loula Yet another
version of the matter sald that Secrétary Bristow had

letlers lusidiously Indicating his desire to mako every-
thing all right with his reealcitrant employés, The
following 18 a copy of a letter sent toa boss drayman
ot the navy yard:—

No. 1,110 Gizarp StRuwT,
March 11, 1876

Drar Sie—Will you please send me by return mail
the names of all your draymen employed, by me at the
navy yard? Yours, NAT McKAY.

This lettor, 1t i8 needless Lo say, elicited po response,
and when sn acquaintance of both parties, meeting bim
on Chestout strect the other day, asked him whether
ho had ever recelved amy response o this letter,
McKay replied, “No, dama him; but I'll gel along
witbout him.

HOBKSON PRECEDEA THX COMMITTER

Seerelary Robeson arrived in this ciiy to-cay and
took rooms st the Contimental, bus did pot register
his pame. The clerks, however, admitted his presonce
in the hotel and said thst he went In and out at the
private door and saw nobody excepl im his own apart-
mente. When the subpanas were served on McKay
and Reynolds this evening they seomed to be ex-
pectiag the summons and were aware of Robeson's
visin

TOO MUCH MARRIED.

ALRRSTED FOR DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND
COMMITTED FOR BIGAMY.

On Thursday evening Oficer Kitzer arrested Charles

Rupp and John Bothman tor aciing in & vory dis-

opderly manoer in front of No. 238 Frost sireet, Wil

lismmburg. Yesterday morning both men were ar-

ralgned before Jusuee Oberaier, and Rupp was dis-
charged ad be said he was only on o lerk with Bothman
Hotbman then elaimed that he only wanted satisfuc-
tion Irom the man who resided iu the house 10 front of
which be was arrested for iving wronglally with his
first wife. This plea did not avail him, and he
was wontesced (o iwenty-nine days ln jmil lor als-
torbing the pesce. Mra Amahe Bothmsn then
stepped forward aud sccused him of bigamy, presonied
jasuppors of ber charge articles of separation belween

mended. There will be pumerous w bei

thke commitiee lo show thai, while prolessing not to
know McKay or to have any influence with bim, & note
from Mr. Randall wes lovarably an  ‘“‘epen
sesame' o Lhe contracior's payroll, and that when sn
applicant for work hpd been turned away by bis fore.
man, on staiingto McKay that Randall bad sent him
be was immediately offered a position. Names and
dates also he furnished the commiites, sbowing the
intimacy existing belween the Navy Department and
the democratic Congressmen, and proving bis agency
in stocking tbe yard with exira hands st elecuon

time
NEGLIGESCE OF THE NAYY TARD OFVICERS,

The testimony touching the negligence of the Navy
Yard oficers will be full and explicit. Bome of these
are known 1o have been directly in the pay of McKay,
and others were so influenced by Bin usual threat that
he would have them sent Lo sen thai Lhey did not dare
to report whut they knew, Thers will be witnesses to
prove that ho sent baskets of wine to cerisin officers
as acknowlcdgment of thelr services, while to Naval
Cootractor Hari, as already recorded, be presonted a
bandsome waich. A witness wanied Lo borrow govern.
ment wheolt and asked Boss Drayman Ford, employed
by the goverament, for permission 1o use. One wheel
bad no tire, snd Ford said, “Cowme, I'll poe Harty, tho
aaval eopstrecior.” The witness had mads & proposi-

| were sold st Thomna'

nnn auul larself dnud April 30, 15875, on account of ber
duct, and & certif of his murriage
mlh one Minnie Ilcull by Rev. F. Koerner, of sL
Paul's Lutheran church, Willamsburg, dstod May 31,
1876, When interrogaied Bothman smd that Willlam
iaechel, the lawyer who drew up the articies of sepa-
ravion, told him he was divorced and ovdld marry
ngain, ‘and he had done %o, but that when his pew wile
bisdd read the papers 1o the morning aiter ho married
her she ran away, and he tind pot seen her sinee. Jus-
tice Oberneir then deeming the case of more impori-
ance Lhan one ol disordeny Insued &
mnw hum-mh-md“r or
tho 18th et

POOLS ON THE UNIVERSITY RACE.
Comparatively few pools were sold or beiting done

taken umbrage st a ¢ alighting editorial in the
National Republican, which s looked upon as Presi-
dept Grant's immediate organ, and that ho could not,
consistontly with his sell-respect, remain In the Cabi-
net since iis publieation. Still mnother version had 14
thats Mr. Bristow recelved am lotimation Irom the
Presidens that be would be appointed Minister to Eng-
land, and that kb went to Kentucky to adjuss his busi-
nens and domestic allairs preparalory to & long, resl
dence nbroad.
Un the other band, intimate friends of Mr. Bristow
ussert positively to-night that there is not & word of
truth in any of*these reports. They say that he has
gono home to Louisville for a fow days’ rost, and thas
his departure was quite sudden and without promedita-
tion. It bappened in this wise:—About & week ago Mr,
Harlan, bis former law parioer 1o Louisville, ealled
upon him at toe Treasury, and during the conversation
Mr. Bristow compisined that be was greaily fatigued,
that be had boen up oarly and Iste every
day. It will be remombersd that in the moroing
he has been quile (requently before the cominittoes
ai the House either as » wilness of o be hesrd on the
subject of approprintions and Treasury businoss gon-
erally. At night be bus been pursuod lo hus boase at
the lstest hours on maiters connectod with bis office
At this recrtal Mr. Harlun smd,
“Why not go back to Loulsville with me and take
some rest
Mr. Hristow considered a moment and said, "“So0 I
will if I can got & sleeping berth on the trald "
According to the arrangemont which was hereupon
eotered oo Mr. Harlan proceeded to New York to
transuck someo business be had ihere, and on
the way back by the Pennsylvanis Conlray |
line was Lo be joined by Mr. Bristow at Harrisborg. It |
#o happoned, howover, \bat the latier fuiled 1o secure
the desired sleaping berth on the road bhe frstin.
tended Lo go West by, and, as & consequonce, did nu
moet Mr. Harlan uotil he resched Cineinnasi. |
spatches publisbed bere to-day say ibat Mr, l!rmw
reached home yesterday morning. This appears to be |
all there is lo tho resignstion, so far as it I8 indicated
by bis depariure from Washingion.
A PROPOBITION T0 PLACE A MAJOR GENEBAL
AT THE HEAD OF THE MILITARY ACADEMY.
A proposition to tranafor Major General Schofield,
now commanding tho Muitary Division of the Pacific,
1o West Point, and make him superintendent of thai

institution, is discussed at army headquarters. It s
folt tbat an ofMeer of the rank of Major General should bo I
propariy st the bead of #o ymporiant & military estab-
\ishmenl, in view not only of the dignity of the station |
ftsolf but of the courtosies ita coinmandant is under the |
i Iy of ling 10
Tlcl nabjeet Illl been broached uni. {rom lajr fanlt with
Colouel Ruger or the present conduct of affairs st West

| Point. General Schofeld |s one of the most scholarly !

| ¢ouble part of mstrucior und commandant.

ofticers in the army, and fally capable of assuming the |

| POSTAL FACILLITIES FOR THE CENTENNIAL RX- |

PORITION.

Mr. Vall, Suporintendent ol thoe Railway Mail Ser- |
vice, says that arrangements have been made by the |
Post Ofice Deparvment that all letters addressed 4o the

last night on the Oxford snd Cambridge r which
akes place to-day, Thne Jatest bLetting from London
bewmng so much in lavor of the Cambridge crew threw a
dumper on tne pool selling and betling up lown, as lew
were willing 1o give odds demanded, and those anxious

| tobet on Uxford conld not get as good odds sa they

thought themsoives umlulu A fow wuetion pools

No. 1,59 Broadway, at the odds
of 10010 80 on_Uwin French poois ware woid
beth st No, I.ﬂ Broadway avd st whe Tarfl lul.n.
in West Twemiy-oigtith street.  The poois sold at tne

C il Branch Poss Ollics rﬂlpdlmwuoﬂn |
tenuisl grounds. This is inlendod as an

tlon 10 visltars, 8o thal they can recelve thelr mal |
tbere while visiting the Centepnial Exponition.

GENERAL WASHINGTON DESPATCHES,

_—— e

Wasmixorox, April 7, 1876
WAR DEPARTMENT RIPENDITURES-——GENERAL

COWAN ON DETECTIVE BELL'S BTATEMENT—

THE STORY OF A MOTH EXTERMINATOR—A

QUESIION OF VERACITY BETWAEN THE IN-

VENTOR AND ORNERAL MEIOS.

The Commitico on Kxpenditaros in the War Depart.
meul lo-dey examioed teneral B. K. Cowan, who was
Astistant Seeretary of ihe laterior Ull March 14 He
testiOed that be gave Dotective Bell the card produced

by ihe Sesrotary ol sbo laterior yesierday, mpon Lbe

p ted & of letiers Lo corroborate s testl-
mony ; be had never receivod any order Irom General
Meiga for the moth exterminator, except one for $100
wortl; witness.refused 1o furnish that amount uuless
be could be d of larger orders, on ihe ground
that o il the order wounld cost more than It wonld
comse o, but be offered to furnish it for hing, pro-

unusual
ATTORNEY GENELAL PIREREPONT AND MARSHALDL
0. ROBERTS' CLAIM.

The Altorney General to-day sald thatl he bad sesp
stated (o the Chicago Times that in 1885 he effectod the
sale of two steamers to the governmont for §300,000,
belonging vo Marshall O. Roberts, of New York Ha
suys Lo never negotiated or mded in e negotiation of
sale of nuything, steamer or otherwise, to the govern-
ment at any time. That eleven or twelve yoars ago,
and prior to that time and subsequently, he was the
counsel of Marsbnll O, Roberts, of New York. In 1504
or 1865, during the war, be hesrd that Mr. Roberis
had sold two steamors to the government at a price
fixed upon Ly an appralsement by Moses Taylor, Will-
fam E. Dodge snd ofticers appointed by the govern-
ment. He never heard of tho negotiation or sale unuk
t thereto, whon ho was employed s counsel

vided hio bo allowed to pack It in the clothing himsell
Quuurnuﬁ" General Meigs appoarod befure the
in obedi o n tel hic su and
testifled that the statoments of Dn\rld Webster thius
mornlog to the effect that he sought an interest in his
moth exterminator, by suggestion ol any kind that
could be tortured into such a suspicion, were abwo-
lutely false; he sald he nmever told Webster that the
government was swindled out of large sums becauss
the process then in use was worthless; that he had
nover asked him what benelt the contract would be to
bim, snd that be Lad nover ssked him how much he
would give him (tho witness); be had always consid-
ered the wiltpess, like many invontors, crazy on the
subject of his proparaiion for SEterminating moths;
witness sald that Webster bad offered to furnish $100
worth of the molh exterminator, provided he be al.
lowed to nse It himsell; witness declined Lo permit
him to go into the arsenal and handle the clothing, be-
cause be did not know enough about him; he hag con-
sidered him honest, but *‘rather light in the bead,"
and had never inquired into bis charactor; witness did
not want oulsiders in the arsenal, becauie It was u
dapgerous policy to admit them; witness corroboruted
generally the other statemeonts of Webster (rom the
record, but pronounced s charges false in every par-
uculur—ihe croation of & vory aciive and imaginative
braim.
During the time General Molgs was giving his testl-
mony Webster was walkiog around very moch excited,

to get the purch ¥ ing unpaid. Foi
this he received u very u\munu fos, and thisis alb
that he ever had to do with the case.
THE CADETSHIP BELLER OF FLORIDA—DAMAGe
ING TESTIMONY INTRODUCED.

The Civil Service Committoe investigating the chargeq
against Mr, Parman bad soveral witnesses before themy
to-day.

1. F. Cowart testified that Isadore Blumenthal, Col-
Jectar of the port at Cedar Keys, ®'la., told hum that he
pald Purman $500 **blood money' for his appointment’
as Collector.

Messri. Kendag aod Pond testified to being preseat

;whett (i sbdye copversalion look pisce bdetwees
Cowart and Hlumenthal and confirmed the statement of
Cowarl.

George E. Fowler, of Florida, was recalled and testle
fied that Porman ssid to bim & few days afier his
election that 1s had cost him over $6,000 cloar cash to
get oleated and he was geoing to hive some of this
money back before he started for Washiogton. Pur-
man sald—*An old fellow (meaning Simpkins) ad
Monticello wants n naval cadetahip for his son. If be
expocts mo to get a place for his son, the old chap has
got to pay me for iL."

Adjourped till Tuesday next
THE MBPENCER INVESTIGATION—A LOT OF NEGAs

TIVE TESTIMONY—THE REVIDENCE ALL IN.

Tho Senate Commitieo on Privileges and Elections re-

d the Sp gation lo-day, whem the

lesning over the ahoulders of bors of the

croas of Hon. Alexander Woile was con-

tee and proposing questions, mach o the
of everybody present.  The witness was askod whetner
he was the moans of the adopiion of the Goorge W,
Cowles & Co, proceas for extermipatmg mothe He
replied that be had opposed its adoption even afer a

inued. He sald the wholo ohject of thoe Court House
logislature was to secure the fraits of s republican
victory and not epecially to secare the election of Mr.
Spencer to the Senale, but that subsequently all of the

hoard of army officers Lad recommeaded its adoplion,
but finally yislded to the accomulation of Lest lal

rop wera in favor of Mr. Bpancer, who rocsived.

in its favor.,

When asked by whose influence it bad been kept in
use he replied that George W. Brega and Doon Piait
were very active in the matter. Witness sad the
Cowles process 18 not pow in use, becauso at the last
session of Congross it wua provided In an appropriation
bill that no money should be paid lor the use of any
pateat process for exterminsting moshs or preventing
mildew; they now use camphor.

SECEETARY ROBESON IN EXPLANATION OF THE
ACCOUNTE OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT.

Becrciary Robeson hes formally replied to certain
interrogatories of Representative Beebe, the Chairman
of the Committes on Expendilures in the Navy De-
partment. Ho says that no timae bills, drafis, checks,
notes, or acceplances have besn issued, made, or given
by or under the authority of tbe Navy Department or
any of itabureaus or officers, excepl such drafts ns
have been given from time Lo time, drawa by the pay-
masters of the navy on foreign stations, in order to
supply themselves with funds for the purpose of paying
the expenses of the naval wervice abroad. Theso drafis
are drawn by the various paymasters stationed abroad
either directly upon the department or upon the haval
fiscal ageais in London, and are drawn at aight or de-
| mand, or st such limes a8 puch paymanters may tbink
bous in view of the custom of the place whero they are
drawn, the rate of exchange st the time, or the sap-
posed convenience of ihe depariment They are all,
in scoordance with lhe establuhed cosiom, drawn
upon and paid out of the appropristion for the pay
of e obavy, though 4 is not expremsed upon
their face. No time Ubills, drafts, checks, noles or
scceplances have becn given im anticipation of or ln
sdvance of appropriations available 1o meet the same,
though it is poasible that near the end of » Oscal year
necosanry and extraordipary oxpenses might be in-
currad on distant ststions of which the department
might not be imformed and for whica sufficient means
might not therefore be resorved.

After giving further nformation on thia sabject the
Secrolary says it does not scem possible Lo meet Lhe
obligation of the deparimeni—oamely, 10 pay sccord-
ing to law until the appropristion is exhausted, without

i Mull”ﬁl“ll the credit of the governmenl 1o

cover the ume necessarily spent ia the adjustment of
the aceounts and in recelving returns lrotn distant
statioun. Such bas been ke custom of the depuri-
ment since the naval service first oxlsted—oertainly

| sinee our fscal agendy was Orst  establishod

in Loondon, more Lhan sixly years ago, and the arrango-
ments with our agenta there, at that time and even
pince, inve boen tho same and have contemplated the
fucs of their being sl Lmes in advance of the depart-
menl.  No drafis have beea drawn upon any ofiesr of
the Navy Departmont other thban the Secreiary of the
Navy nince Decomber 1, 1874, except upon the depari-
ment's liscal agents in London in mcoordanes with the
agrecinent with them. No commissions have been
nliowed or pad on the draftsa made by the Paymasier
Ueneral (Mr. Bradford) residieg in Londow, or olher
officers upon Who Becretary of ihe Navy; bul
dralis drawn by the paymasters on foreign
stations on  the fisesl agenta ia  London are
hable, under the agrecment with them, to & com-
misvion not excesding oue per cofit, which s al-
lowed and credited in the settiemant of their accounts
in (be Treasary., According to the ceniract of Selig-
man Brothers, which is appended to the Hecrelary's

their vole.

Governor Penuington of Dakota, formerly a State
SBenator in Alabama, testified that be knew of no cor-
rupt means used by Mr. Spencer or his friends, and
that Mr. 8 was the i choloe of the re-
publcans. *

Jilenry Cochran testified that be did nob vote for Mr.
Spencer as & member of the Legislature, in considers-
tlon of the promise that be shoald be made Postmaste®
of Solma,

A sharp colloquy occurred bes Genetal Morgam
and the witness, the lattor charging that be (General
Morgan) had been opposed to him ever singe he had
been In the State and General Morgan de ARy pam
sonal hostility toward bim.

M. G. Cantee, an officer of the Leglalaturs, testified
that he knew of no corropt practices hm Spen~
cor.

H. R Myors, now Consul at Hmlllon.l:l-ll,ld‘l-
fied that e secured the appoiatment of J. &' Mouliem
as postmaster at Mobile auainsi Sponcer's wish. Wik
ness explained s eipher despatch which waa seat from
Washington to Moulton, signed ““Sashom,”” talling him
to bring money to Montgomery, as having B sont by
himsel! to svcure payment to Spencer of whiels
Spencer had loaned 1o Moulion, He knew of Bo cof=
rapt practices to secure tho election of Spancer.

The case hiero closed, Lho commilies announsing thad
counsel would be allowed two weeks {o which 10 pre-
pare wrilten argumonts
THE ADMINSION OF NEW MEXIOO—A FAVORABLE

SEPORT ANTICIPATED BY THE HOUSE OOMe

MITTEE.

The House Commiites an Torritories to-day furthes
considered the Senate bill for Lbe admission of New
Mexioo. No final sction was taken, but the indieatlong
were thal the bill will be reporied favorably.

BELL'S TESTIMONY.

THE STATEMENT RRGARDING THE WELBORAPEY
OPERATOR DENIED.
27, Lotis, Mo., April 1, 1578
Toe staloment made somc days ago by Detective
Bell that Revenue Agent Colony had in his confidence
ot smploy an operator in the Western Umos Tele-
graph office in this city, from whom he obtained
valuatle iaformation regarding the operations of the
Whiskey Ring, has led to an investigation of the mai

ter by the officers of the telegraoh
Mr, Colony says Bell's testimony on
is (wine. Mo deoles ovor havi tllll
mont vuh any telegraph
mnke an m;nvu w.thu aﬂm Sy e
rections fatls to show
any connection -huunl with the chulq fraudy or

J

m“h,;ra “ﬂnd“‘" the subpmos M =
issued by the Court.




